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1776--THE FOURTH--1890.

WHY THE OLD-FASHIONED CELEBRATION
SHOULD BE FOSTERED.

How to Keep the Fires of Patrlotiam
Buroing—%ing the 0ld Natlosnl monge
snd Sound the Praises of the Glorieus
Day—The %tory of the Siarry Filag.

Happy, if sucha day shall not be csseorated
by our service: happy. if for us that descending
sun aball leok out on a more lovinz, more ele-
vated, wore united America —Choate.

These words were uttered st a time when
8 dark shadow lowered oves the nation,
when patriots rallied round the flag on
Libgty Day and eagerly listened to the
rz:irring words of heroie orators,

Of recent years “‘the Glorious Fourth™ has
changed its charncter somewhat. It became
n day of recrention rather than patriotic
peminiseence, 1o order to revive the spirit
of the old boliday TRE DISPATCH toek up
the suiject of an “‘old-‘sshioned Fourth,"
and earpestly seconded the eflurts of MAYOR
GOURLEY to arouse the patriotic feelings of
citizens of Pittaburg and the grand old
““Stute of Allegheny,” and is happy in the
kuoowledge that the good old day will be
honored as of yore.

In the past patriotic orators—Warren,
Hanoock, Bumner, Choate, Everett and
others—declivered memorable, hesrt stirring
addresses to the masses on the famous Olp
Fourth. Their fervency appealed directly
te the people, and their patriotic phrases
were indelibly stamped upon the minds of
the youth of their dav. Throurh the fervent
utterances of these noble orators a glorious
patriotism was fostered, their children and
their children's children growing up in the
everiasting echo o! the woices which re-
scunded on the Old Fourth—woices which
are heard now, and will in the days to come
nurture the seed of National life whieh only
peeds the dew of Patriotism to strengthen
and preserve.

Lt the Old-Fashioned Fourth, which has
Lecn so eurnestly resurrected in basy but
Baz-loving Pittsbure, be perpetuated. May
the sompe to be sung and the words to be
spoken rekindle the old-time feeling in the
hearis of the fathers and sow the seed of
Nautionul Pride in the happy hearts of the
youtk of to-day, who in their time will
transmit it o their children, to be handed
dowa from generation to generation—the
priceless heritage of 2 people whose wateh-
word 18 Liberty, Equality, Fraternity!

In order 1o foster the new-born spirit of
the Old-Fashioned Fourth Ter DisPaTcon
presents herewith the Patriotic Hymns and
Songe, which were inspired by the same
fecling pervading the people of Pittsbury to-
day. It would be a good thing if they should
become as familiar as the nurserr rhymes
on the longues of the children of this happy
land.

TeE DISPATCH wishes one and all

A GLORIOUS FOURTH OF JULY.

THE STARRY FLAG.

HISTORY OF THE EMBLEM WHICH FLOATS
OVER AMERICA'S FREEMEN.

Fings and Standards of Ascient Origin—
Re y Embl dord of
the Colepists—Heow the Snalke Nearly
Triemphed Over the Eagle—How Gilor=

loes Our Flag Was Desigued.

THE DISPATCH, al-
ways anxious that its
readers may be well
versed on all subjects of
national importance, and
that they may never be
out to confusion after
the manner of many
citizens when questioned
s to their knowledge of the Declaration of
Independence, gives a full history of flags
in genersl, and our own in particular, the
sppearance of which will add so muek to
the enthusissm of the Fourth. Bince time
smmemorial, wherever men sssembled
together for a common purpose, we find a
flag of some description used 1o express a

sentiment, aud to serve ms a rally-
8y point lor the common forces. They
were also peeded 1o remind men of past
deeds, past resolves and past beroes and to
engourage that enthosissm which will
mot brook defeat.  Among the carvings and

of earliest oivilimtion, the records
of the forms of objects, borne ou the ends of

1art "

standards and used as ensigns, appear.
They were generally such objects as were
sssociated in the minds of men with feelings
of awe and devotion—sacred animals, boats,
figures and tablets, bearing a8 king's name,
the bearer of which was looked upon as one
of Peculinr privilege and honor, Banners,
ensigus and standards sre (requently men-
tioned in the Bible. “Every man o! the
children of Israel shall Eiseh by his stand-
ard with the ensiga of their father's house
(Num. ii., 2)." Thbe Persians bore an esgle
fixed on the end of a lance, snd also repre-
sented the sun as their divioity.

The North American Indians earried poles
fledged with festhers from the wings of the
engle, which bird also seems to bave been
the favorite of other semi-savage races. It
15 the emblem of wmight and courage, and
has been invested with other attributes of
grestness on account of its extraordinary
powers of vision, the vast height to which it
soars in the sky and perhaps also its
longevity; it is generally represented with
out-spreading wings, and is used as & stand-
ard with the Stars and Btripes.

OF HERALDIC ORIGIN.

The Greeks bore & piece of armor on the
end of @ spear in early times, the Athen-
ians, the olive und the owl, the Corinthians
s pegasus, the Thebans a sphinx. The
Roman standard is an important one, hav-
ing direct bearing on the history of beraldry.
The vear ol 1776 was one of immense im-
portance; it not only saw a nation borm,
which has become one of the grestest upon

pictures of the landing of the Puritans.
This banner was favorite until the English
Parlinment ordered the colonists o use the
union flag created by James I, in 1606,
Ten years before the Revolution saw
many characters and devices on the flags of
colonists,all expressive ot theone prevailing
1dea. Orders called **Sons of Liberty’’ were
formed and liberty poles raised. During
the first months of the war each colony bud
its own flag, The flag of Conaecticut con-
tained the srms of the State and the maotte
“Qui transtulet sustinet”"—"'God who trane-
ported us hither will support us.” The
motto of Massachusetts was “An appesl to
Heaven;" it was white, with a green pine
tree. South Carolina had an ensign of biue,
with a white erescent, made by eorder of
Colonel Moaltrie, It is told that during the
bombardment of Fort Sullivan by the
British under Bir Peter Parker the crescent
flag was shot and fell outside the fort.
Bergeant Jasper sprang over the psrapet,
walked the whole leagth of the fort in the
midst of a terrible storm of shot and shell,
recovered the flag and, in the mght of the
whole ‘fort, })lneed it upon the ramparts, At
the battle of Lexington the Americans are
not known to have earried a flag, and doubts
are held about one being carried at the bat-
tle of Bunker Hill.

THE BATTLESNAKE BANNER,

In 1775 the favorite device seems to have
been the rattlesnake, with the motto, “Don’t
tresd on me.” The soake came very near
beiog the emblem of the nation instead of

king's colors, (Crosa of 8t. George and St
Andrew), represeating the yet recognizsd
sovereigoty of England, with a field of 13
stripes, alternate red and white, emblematic
of the union of the 13 colonies. The new

The Snake Design,

flag was hoisted 'or the first time on the 2d
of January, 1776, over the camp at Cam-
bridge. When indepandence was deter-

mined on the British colors were dropped.
The stars have been supposed to have been

J
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WABHINGTON TOOK THE COLORS
used in the flag from his baptismal robe,
which was of white silk, lined with red, the
sleaves ol which were tied with blue ribbons,
This is the first official United States flag
used on land or sea. The first mulitary
glory obtained under an Awerican flag was
at Fort Schuyler, August 12, 1775, when
the soldiers mady & flag by tearing their
shirts into strips, xnd using for the blus &
cloak stolen rrom \re enemy at Peekskill,
They were victorioud under this rude flag,
and also captared five flags from the enemy,
which they placed under it on the fort.

The first maval victory under the Amerie
can flag was by John Paul Joues, man of
War, E:noper. Oaq the 14th of June, 1777,
the Continental Congress resolved *‘that the
flag of the United States be 13 stripes alter-
nate red and white, and that the Union be
13 white stars oo 8 blue field, representing a
new coustellation.” The Stars and Stripes
were unfurled for the first time, si the
battle of Saratoga, on the oceasion
of the surrender of Gen. Burgoyne.
On the 13th of January, 1794, by sn act of
Congress, the flag was altered to 15 red and
white stripes and 15 stars. On the 4th of
April, 1818, Congress again altered the flag
by returning to the original 13 stripes, as
the adding of & pew stripe for each addi-
tional State made the flag nnwieldy, The
new star is added to the flag on the Fourth
of July following the admission of each
State into the Union. A eollection of flugs
was made at Annapolis in 1814,

L

When the American flug first appeared on

Declaration of Independence

OF THR

UNITED STATES.

When, in the course of human eveats, it
becomes necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bande which have con-
nected them with another, and to assume,
among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the laws of
natore and of nature’'s God entitles them, &
decent respect to the opinions of maskind
requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We bold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal; that thev
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights; that among these are
life, liberty and the pursmits of happiness,
That, to secure thess rights, rovernments
are instituted among men, deriviog their
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned; that whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the rizht of the people to alter or abolish it,
and to institute a pew governmeat, laying
its [oundations on such principles, and or-
ganizing its powers on such form as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their safety
and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that povernments long established
should npot be changed for light and
transient causes; and, uceordiogly, all ex-

injuries and usurpations, all haviog, in
direct object, the estublishment of an abso.
lute tyranoy over these States. To prove
this, let fuols be submitied to s candid
world: 2

He has refused hisassent io laws the most
wholesome and vecessary for the publie

He has forbidden his Governors to pass
laws of immedinte and pressing importanee,
unless suspended in their operations till his
assent should be obtained; and when 5o sus.
pended he has utterly neglected to attend to
them,

He has refused to pass other laws for the
sconmmodation of large districts of people,
unless thome people would relinguish the
right of representation in the Legisisture—
a right inestimable to them, and iormidable
totvrants only.

He has called together legisiative bodies
at places unosual, uncomiortable and dis-
tant from the repository of their publie
records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into eompliance with his measares.

He has dissolved representative houses
repeatedly for opposing, with manly firm-
ness, his invasions on the rights of the peo-

ple.

He has refused, for a long time after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,
whereby the legislative powers, incapable
of annibilation, bave returned to the people
at large for their exerciss; the State remain.
ing, in the meantime, exposed to all the
dangers of invasions from without and con-

. vulsions within,

OR1GI¥ OF YANKEE DooDLE.—In the summer of 1775, the Britiah army,
militia from the Eastern States, previous to marching on Ticonder

Albany, awaiting reinforcements of

Eaay. each man differently arwed, equipped and accoutered from his neighbor, and the whele presenti
alstafl. Their ousre appearance furnished great amusement to the Sntish officers, One Dr. 8
which were geavely dedicated to the new recruits,

YANKEE

The joke tovk, and the tane has come down to this day. The wri

DOODLE.

under command of Absrcrombie, Iay encamped on the east bank of the Huodson river, a little south of the ity of
oga. During the mooth of June these raw levies poured into camp, company after com-
ng such u spect.cle a8 was never equaled, unless by the celebrated regiment of merry Jack
namburg, an English surgeon, composad the tune of Yankes Doodle. and arranged it to words,
inal words, which we take from Farmer and Moure's “Historical Collections,’

AMERICA; or, MY COU

B. F, Saurs,

L e e T

NTRY, 'TIS OF THEE.

published in 180, we bave not, however, met with before in many years. As far back as 1600 this tune is found ag * ucy Lockot Lost Her Pocket." P |
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I went as near to it myselt
As Jacob's underpinin’,

Till I got home, and safely locked
In granny’s little chamber.)

The troopers, too, would zallop up
And fire right in our ‘aces;

So 1 ook wy hat off, made a bow,
Aud scampered howe to mother,

earth, but was filled with events of not 1
importance conuected with this ou:"hiz:
moulded the American character for sll
time. As there was much talking to be
done, and also much hard fighting hefore
the bold words of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence could be uttered, so the need of &
flag was felt to express the feelings of the
E:nple and to keep ever hefore them the
pe of one day being elassed as a nation,
The flags in use in the provinces beiore

the Revolution were chiefly those of En-
ﬁlﬂ.l&ddlﬂﬂ!ﬁcfmyﬁviul,mll the

vlish oolors prevailed. Their first con-
quests were under the banner bearin

the
the

the eagle, Doctor Ben Frauklin gave
many reasons in its favor. It is said to be
found only in America, and is the emblem
of wisdom. Its eyes are exceedingly brignt,
without - lids, signifving vigilance. It
mever begins an attack, nor suorrenders
when assiled, . Iw  deadly weapons
are concesled in the mouth, so that
it appears defenseless; wounds when small
are faial, but it never attacks without
warniog. Its rattles are distinet from esch
other, but firmly united. But it rests under
the curse of God. In 1775 Ben. Franklin
and Messrs. Lynch and H

They mel at

oroke of Bt George, snd is to be seen

arrison were ap-
:l:ud to consider thy subject of & nationnl
adopted the

]

sugzested by the Washington armn as shown
at Brington, in Northamptooshire.

The stars were the natural symbol of the
States. Congress on the 14th of Juae, 1777,
ndopled the basis of the existing nutiounl
flag. A committee of Congress, accom-
panied by General Washington, in June,
1776, ealled upon Mrs. John Ross, of Phila-
delphia, and efgaged her to makesa model
flag from & rough drawing, which was modi-
fied by General Waushington in peacil, who
substitated a star of five points for the six
pointed ones which is vsed on the eoins
which was in the original draft. The five

inted star is of Freach design, the six,

oglish. The story is told thes

by, o :‘h h T ‘l“. — h :-_'_"-_:7"'. -y g

i

the coast_of China the inhabitants of that
country were so cdelighted with its appear-
ance that they called it the Hag from the
flower country—using a word which sounds
very much like our word Yankee. At sea
the striking of n flig means surrender, and
8 flag of our country being placed over that
of another country denotes the victory ol the
former. A yellow flag denotes quarantine.
The universally understood flag of truce is

ure white. On shipbourd the admiral’s

ag is displayed at the main, the vice ad-
miral’s at the fore, and the rear admiral’sat
the mizzen iruck. Flag officer is another

J

nume jor wdmiral, and & flagship is the one
carrying the admiral's flag. M. D.

{

perience hath shown, that mankind are
wmore disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to whiel they are ac-
customed. But, when a loug train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuiog invariably the
same object, evinces a design 9 reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is their
righs, it is their duty, to throw off such
governmeut, and to provide new guards for ]
their future security. Such has been the
patient sulferance of these colonies, aud
such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter sheir former systams of gov-
ernment. The history of the present King
of Great Britain is a history of repeaied

He has eadenvored to prevent the popa-
lation of these States; for that purpose, ob-
structing the laws or the oaturalization oi
foreigners; refnsing to pass others to en-
courage their migration hither, and rasing
the conditions of new appropristions of
lands.

He has obstructed the administration of
justice, by refusing his assent to laws for
establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will
alone, for the tenure of their offices, aud the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has ereated a multitude of new offices,
and sent hither swarms of to harrass

| our people, and eat out their substanee,

He bas kept among us in times of peaes
standing armies, without the consent of our
Legislatures,

He has affected to render the military in-
depandent of, and superior to, eivil power.
He hus combined, with others, to subjeet
us to & jurisdiction foreign Lo our Constitu-
tions, and unacknowledged by our laws:
giving his assent to their acts of pretended
legisiation,

For quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

For protecting them, by & mock trial,
from punishment for any murders which
they should Bommit on the inbabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of
the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our
consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the
benefit of trial by jury:

For travsportiog ws beyond seas to ba
tried for pretended offenses:

For abolishing the iree system of English
laws in a neighboring provives, estab-
lisbing therein an arbitrary govecnment,
snd enlarging its boundaries, so as to
rendeér it at onee an example and fit instro-
ment for introducing the same absolute rule
into these colonies:

For taking awav our charters, abolishing
our most vaiuable luws, and nliering, lunds-
mentally, the forms of our governments:

For saspending our own Legisiatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to
legislats for us 10 all cases whatsoever:

He han abdicated government here, by dew
claring us out of his protection, and waging
war against us

He bas plunderad our seas, ravaged our
eoasts, hurned our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people,

He is, at this time, trassperting large
srmies of foreign mercenaries to complete
the works o! death, desolation and tyranay,
already begun, with circumstances of
cruelty and nerfidy searcely parallgied
in the most barbarous ages, and totaily un-
worthy the head o' a civilized nation.

He has cwstrained our fellow-citizens,
taken captive on the high seas, to bear nrmg
ugaiust their country, to become the exeen-
tionors of their iriends and brethren, or to
fall themstlves by their hands.

He has excited dowmestic insarraction
among us, and has endeavored to bring on
the inhabitaots of our frontierx, the merei-
Jezss Indian saveges, whose known rule of
warfare 12 an undistinguished destruction of
all ages, sexes, and conditions,

In every stage of these oppressions, we
bave petitioned ror redress, in the most hum-
ble terms; our sepeated pelitions have besn
answered only by repeated injury., A
prince, whose charseter is thus marked b
every aet which may Jdefine a tyrant, is unfit
to he the ruler of a free peonle.

Nor have we been wanting in our atten-
tions to owr British brethern. Wo have
warned them, from tige to Lime, of atlempta
by their Legislutyre to extend an unwar-
rantable jurisdietion over ua. We have re-
mioded them of the circumstacces ot our
emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and mag-
nacimity, and we have conjured them, by
the ties of onr commaon kindred, to disavow
these wsurpations, which would inevitubly
interrupt our couneetions and eorrespond-
ence. Ther, too, have been deal to the vaice
of justice and of consanguinity. We muss,
thereiors, acquiescs in the necessity, which
denounees our separation, and hold them,
a8 we bold the rest of mankiud, enemies in
war, in peace frienda,

We, therelore, the representatives of the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN
GENEEAL CONGRESS gssembled, ap-
pealing to the Suprewe Judge of the
World for the rectitude of our inten-
tions, do, in the pame, and by the
authority of the good people of these
colonies, solemnly publish and deelare,
That these United Colonies are, and of
right nught to be. PEEE AND INDEPESD-
ENT STATES; that they are absolved irom
ail ailegiunce w the BEritish crown, and
that all politieal ecanection between them
and the State of Great Britain, is, and
ought to be twotally diswolved; amd that as,
FREE ANDINDEPENDENT STATES,
they bave iull power 10 Jevy war, counclude
peace, contraet allinoces, establish com-
merce, and do ajl other acis and
things which INDEPENDENT STATES
may of right do. Aund, for the supe
port of this declaration, with a firm reli-
avee on the protection of DIVINE PROVI.
DENCE, we mutoally pledge w each
other, our lives, our fortuses, and oar
sacred honor,

THIS SOUVENIR of Pittsburg’s
Inausuration of the Qld-Fashioned Cale-
bration of the FOURTH OF JULY will
be GRATUITOUSLY DISTRIBU-
TED by THE DISPATCH at Schens
ley Park during Friday's Exercises. It
can be obisied by Agents, Carriers and
the Public on application at the Business
Office, Cor. Smithgeld and Diamond Sty




